
             
                                   

                 
 
 

 

 
EDMAR CASTANEDA & DAFNIS PRIETO  “IN DUO” 
 
Dafnis Prieto (Drums and Percussion) and Edmar Castaneda (Harp and Maracas) have 
joined forces in this unique and creative duo that has no precedent. This instrumentation 
in the hands of two masterful artists creates rich and unique sound textures and a 
performance full of rhythmic interaction, sensitive melodies, and originality. Both are 
leaders and composers in their own right and bring this collaboration to a new level of 
artistry that perfectly balances composition and improvisation. They display an astonishing 
virtuosity informed by a refined musical vocabulary from their respective cultural 
backgrounds (Cuba and Colombia) as well as their individual voices as musicians.  

Colombian harpist Edmar Castaneda was born in 1978 in the city of Bogotá, Colombia. 
Since his move to the United States in 1994, Edmar has taken New York and the world 
stage by storm with the sheer force of his virtuosic command of the harp—revolutionizing 
the way audiences and critics alike consider an instrument commonly relegated to the 
“miscellaneous instruments” category.  Castaneda is master at realizing complex rhythms 
while skillfully creating lush colors and folk influenced melodies. His performing career has 
included features at Paquito D’Rivera’s Carnegie Hall tribute, the Kennedy Center, the 
Tanglewood Jazz Festival, and the 10th annual World Harp Congress. He has also played 
with Wynton Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, John Scofield, Marcus 
Miller, John Patitucci, Chico O’Farrill ‘s Afro-Cuban Jazz Big Band. He has also gained 
recognition as a band leader and composer, as demonstrated on his most recent 
recordings Double Portion and Edmar Castaneda World Ensemble Live @ Jazz Standard. 
 
Dafnis Prieto, drummer, composer, and educator, is the recipient of a 2011 MacArthur 
Fellowship (the “genius grant”). He has electrified audiences with his dazzling technical 
abilities and rhythmically adventurous and groundbreaking compositions. A classically 
trained musician who absorbed from an early age the multifaceted percussive traditions of 
his native Cuba, Prieto transposes elements from his Afro-Cuban musical heritage onto a 
jazz drum kit, incorporating the layered rhythmic patterns of rumba and son. As a 
composer, Prieto melds modern jazz harmonies, Cuban folklore, clave rhythms, and other 
Latin and African traditions as well as European classical influences, to create works of 
great stylistic diversity that evoke a broad spectrum of moods. He has toured and 
recorded with Steve Coleman, Henry Threadgill, Eddie Palmieri, and Michel Camilo, 
among many others. Through his leadership of numerous ensembles, including the 
Proverb Trio, Si o Si Quartet, and his Sextet, six acclaimed albums, and other projects 
involving dance, film, and opera, he is expanding Latin jazz with a bold new energy and 
sound. 
 
“In Duo” Promo Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzg8JCALAzM&app=desktop 
 


